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	Group name:
	Welsh Masters Advisory Group


	Date/Time:
	Wednesday 17th April 2024 at 7-30pm 

	Attendees:
	Bernie Jones, Jacqueline Brace,  Niki Morgan,  Lee Aherne,  Rod Davies, Helen-Marie Davies,


	Apologies:

	Carla Green, David James 

	Declaration of Interest:

	There were none



1. Update on Actions reviewed from previous meeting:
i. Welsh 10km Championships 2024 – AD had confirmed that the Swansea 10km om 15 September is the Welsh 10km Championship
ii. Promote W	elsh Championships and International Opportunities 2024 – promoted a number of times. BJ will also arrange to give a further push for the marathon and 5km
iii. 5 year age group for 10km – confirmed and teams selected
iv. Standards – 2024 standards circulated
v. Meeting with BMAF – a number of meetings have taken place with BMAF.
vi. Expressions of Interest Form - amended

2. Key Points discussed /Decisions made
i. Way Forward/relationship between Welsh Athletics and Welsh/British/World Masters – BJ updated everyone regarding the various meetings that had took place with BMAF regarding the cross country international. BJ confirmed that BMAF had confirmed on a number of occasions the following:
BMAF Membership	-	Is non negotiable! They indicated that Welsh 
athletes competing in the International would have 
to be members of Welsh Masters
		5 Races			-	BMAF confirmed that the international must have 5 
Races – W65+ &M65+; W35-W64; M50-M64; M35-
M49.
		Reception		-	The Reception was non negotiable

BJ confirmed that following consultation with the Advisory Group, Welsh Masters, Alex Donald, and James Williams, he informed BMAF that Welsh Athletics was not in a position to host the BMAF Masters Cross Country International on the basis they had indicated. BJ indicated subsequent to informing BMAF that we would not host, he was contacted by Dave Watson (a Director of Welsh Masters and a personal friend) on behalf of BMAF asking BJ to change his mind!! They had not outlined any of the issues to him so when everything was explained he understood and accepted the situation.

As a result of the above a discussion took place regarding the best way forward in terms of the relationship between Welsh Athletics and BMAF. Everyone agreed that our offering for Welsh athletes is good and that the interest in the cross country has declined over the past few years due to our offering of road internationals and the costs associated with the cross country.
After a healthy debate the following was agreed:

· Survey Welsh master athletes to ascertain their views. BJ indicated he would draft a questionnaire and circulate for others to add/amend and BJ to then arrange with the marketing team to circulate as part of the monthly Newsletter
· Talk to England Athletics about the potential for incorporating and England v Wales masters cross country international into an existing event such as the Welsh Inter Regional Championships or Cardiff Cross. This would bypass the BMAF organisation and could be organised on similar lines to the road internationals
· Explore the best way forward between Welsh Athletics and Welsh Masters and the options for the future. BJ and RD agreed to meet

	3. Any Other Business
There was no other business discussed


	Actions arising/Outstanding
	Owner
	Due Date

	1. Promote the 5km and marathon opportunities
	BJ
	

	2. Draft a survey for master athletes and then arrange for Marketing to distribute
	ALL
	

	3. BJ to talk to Tom Craggs, England Athletics about a cross country international 
	BJ
	

	4. BJ and RD to explore the best way forward between Welsh Athletics and Welsh Masters
	BJ, RD
	



Risks
	Risks identified
	Level 
	Mitigations

	No risks were identified
	
	



Date of Next Masters Advisory Group Meeting 	- Wednesday 17th July 2024 at 7-30pm *
						*Selection for the 5km to takes place after

NB the selection meeting for the Marathon International will take place on 26 June
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